Escape

1of1

36 ESCAPE

SOUTHAMERICA

http://www.pressreader.com/bookmark/zQyrUInSMqWn4FLzaKI7gIT...

SUNDAY AUGUST 16 2015 ESCAPE.COM.AU

ATAGONIA, aland best

known for bitter winds

and vast empty spaces,
sprawls across thesouthern
halves of the South American
continent, eitherside of the
‘mighty Andean cordillera. Like
our own Outback, Patagonia,
‘which encompasses much of
southern Argentinaand Chile, is
moreastateof mindthana
defined region.

Its national parks encompass
awe-inspiring glaciers and
sawtooth peaks, granite massifs
andverdant forests. South
America’strademark camelids—
the guanaco, vicuna, llama and
alpaca—exemplify the wildlife
of Patagonia, as do those
fearsome predators, the condor
and thepuma.

Adventures awaiton both
sides of the Andes .... here are
several must-dos.

Cruisedowninto the Straits of
Magellan to meetapod of
humpback whales cavorting
withouta care in the world.
Operating out of Punta Arenas,
Chile’s southernmost mainland
port, MV Forrestwasoncea
sturdy workhorsein the
Falkland Islandsbut has

been refitted asa boutique
expedition vessel. Short cruises
penetrate some of the tangled
channels off the Straits of
Magellan to reach undisturbed
sanctuaries for dolphins and
humpback whalesand

glaciers still unnamed; longer
itineraries cater to the avid
wildlife photographer.

See expedicionfitzroy.com

Saddleup tobecomea
gaucho - ora Chilean baqueano
—foraday and canteruptoan
alpinelake or on the hillsides
around Laguna Sofia outside
Puerto Natales. Expecttobe
guided by aberet-clad baqueano
(of either gender). Within the
Torres del Paine National Park
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WILD COUNTRY: (from top) Hikers in Cuernos del Paine mountains; vicuna in the Torres del Paine
National Park; and traditional houses in Porvenir, in Tierra del Fuego. Pictures: Getty Images
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comfortable and reliable, but few rail
services remain.
See lan.com, i 1

GETTING THERE

LAN now operates Sydney-Auckland-
Santiago de Chile, codesharing with
Qantas, complementing a network of
domestic and regional services.

Within Chile, Sky Airline services offer
more competitive fares.

Long-distance bus transport is quite

Australian visitors do not require a visa

to enter Chile, but hand over about

$US100 (cash or credit card) on arrival.

Argentina's equivalent must be paid
online (get started at http://
csidn.mrecic.gov.ar/en/node/3256).

TOURING

Operators of adventure tours into the

Patagonian Andes include Intrepid Travel

(intrepidtravel.com), KE Adventure
Travel (keadventure.com) and Say
Hueque (sayhueque.com).

SEE WHALES

These companies also operate whale-
watching sightseeing cruises in the
Straits of Magellan.

Whale Sound, whale watching ex-Punta
Arenas (whalesound.com).

Cruceros Australis, Tierra del Fuego
channels and whale watching
(australis.com).

Cruceros Skorpios, departing Puerto
Natales (skorpios.c).

Book through Comapa  in Puerto
Natales, Punta Arenas or Ushuaia
(See comapa.com/es)

MORE

Chilean Tourism (chile.travel/en/)
Argentine Tourism (turismo.gov.ar)
Lonely Planet's Chile & Easter Island
includes a chapter on Argentine
Patagonia.

Footprint Travel Guides' South American
Handbook covers the entire continent.
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